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Mr. Secretary St. John. I understand nothing of the
mathematics; but I am told it is a thing as improbable as
the philosopher's stone, or perpetual motion.1 I lately writ
a letter of about thirty pages to Lord Treasurer, by way of
proposal for an Academy, to correct, enlarge, and ascertain
the English language.2 And he and I have named above
twenty persons of both parties to be members. I will
shortly print the letter, and I hope something will come of

it.  Yourj&aosLSfiS^                             I am, with great

respect, my Lord,

Your Grace's most dutiful and most humble servant,

JON. SWIFT.

CXL. {Sheridan^

SWIFT TO ARCHBISHOP KING

London, May 20, 1712.

MY LORD,

WHEN I had the honour of your Grace's letter of March
27th, I was lying ill of a cruel disorder, which still pursues
me, although not with so much violence;3 and I hope your
Grace will pardon me, if you find my letter to be that of
one who writes in pain. You see, my Lord, how things are
altered. The talk of a new governor for Ireland is dropped.
The secret is, that the Duke of Ormond had a promise of a
pension in case he lost his government: but my Lord
Treasurer is so excessively thrifty, that to save charges, he
lets the Duke keep it; an^^sidfi^,ttee,,^e,spmeBother
circumstances, not proper for a letter, wwhich^harcjgtjeat
weigKt m^tKIs"matter. ^T^counFTipon''!^ that whatever
governor goes* over under this Ministry, a new Parliament
will be called. Yet I was told that the Duke of Shrewsbury

1  It has been suggested (Aitken's " Journal Jo Jftella/' p. 433) that
the projector was WiHiamWliiston, who was deprived of the Lucasian
professorship at CarBlKPfafelorEeTerodox views.

2  The letter which had been so long in contemplation (supra, p. 268),
had been written during the previous month; the six hours which are
said in the Journal to Stella to have been spent on it, probably repre-
sent only a fraction of the time expended on its composition.

* The attack of herpes zoster or shingles, which Swift describes with
loathsome detail in the Journal to Stella.ions to the plenipotentiaries at
